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MYSTICAL SENSE OF THE VOCATION

We did not understand Vocation as a whole when we marked it only with one point, its Ideal point, isn’t? Because its reduction to an ideal would take for granted to understand life as an ideal.


Neither we could understand the vocation when we marked it as a material cardinal point and tried to reduce it to a role, work, or  profession, that is, to a social function –“my vocation is for this or that”–; this would take for granted understanding life as effort (and many persons understand life only as effort).


We need a third point –the mystical aspect of the Vocation.


So, the profile of Vocation is a figure or function when we mark it with three points or three coordinates:


Its vertical dimension calling to union with the transcendence:


its horizontal dimension calling to union with humanity; and


its intimate dimension calling to achieve these values in the heart of man.

1. Vocation as value of synthesis

At certain point, a human being sees that he cannot place the sense of his existence at an Ideal point –the Inspirational moment of our last classes, in connection with expansion of his soul in the cosmic consciousness– because, in spite of its greatness, the said inspirational moment is fleeting.  And even those who transform entirely their lives into an ideal or an idealism, eventually notice that this idealism cannot satisfy entirely their human aspirations.

Also, we cannot establish the sense of living by means of mere efforts of our Will, however noble this efforts be, –we have appraised it on Vishnu’s legend– because when our efforts are unilateral and in only one direction, they lead to a “crystallised” life, playing the role of a social utility, but may lack existential sense.  And many people realise –today more than ever– that, after a life entirely devoted to efforts and sacrifices, even being on the summit of success, they wonder: and all this, for what?

In other words, one can realise that Ideal and Efforts, Consciousness and Will often constitute independent movements, if not entirely opposite to life, and even source of frustration and death.


It is then when one understands the value of synthesis in our Vocation.

Then, one’s soul understands that, for carrying out the union with “what ought to be”, and for Consciousness and Will to stop being in mutual opposition, and for becoming the only expression of life, this very soul must participate in the play of universal powers of Life; it is the mystical moment of the Vocation, when the unity of being is carried out.

2. Vocation as way of Life

One’s soul understands that the way of the Ideal is insufficient to achieve “What ought to be” (that is, the way of an abstract truth, or of an ideal beauty apart from the world and life, or of an Ocean of Cosmic Consciousness “beyond” my own life). The way of Material Efforts is insufficient (of a will established in the world and denying the consciousness of Being). The truth must necessarily become incarnate in our own life.

At this threshold, a man understands that all speculations of his mind are in vain; that his self-sufficient will is in vain; and that even the noblest aspirations of his heart are in vain, if the Ideal truth –that he discovered someday at a moment of Inspiration– cannot become a way of Life in his own soul.

3. The vocational Way

When a man realises all this and decides to respond by placing himself as a response to the Call, then the Vocation “opens” by itself the Way...

So, the Way is not an “outer gate” which you has to knock on.  The Way “discovers itself” –that is, remains exposed– at the moment of the Compromise. When I am ready to respond to the truth, the Way becomes patent and appears before my eyes. The Way is always from inside, and not from outside.

Then one begins to understand what is the Way, and all our illusions about those things fade away.

The Way appears when one wants the truth. The Way is veiled by what “occludes” the truth to oneself; the Way does not appear when we deceive ourselves.

And then, what it the Way?

The Way occurs when two souls meet and are together... The Way occurs when one meets another soul in a significant way. So, the “gate” to accede the Way is the human soul: thence the importance of this meeting with another soul.

But people has constructed an spiritual romance with all this, and every one interprets these meetings in his own way...

Some persons –especially those influenced by Eastern literature– expect a “Master” of wisdom, the “Guru”, isn’t? 
Others expect the “twin soul”...

But all this can be so illusory. In fact, one cannot find the way of the souls if we are not able to recognise ourselves as souls! And what do we mean with “to recognise ourselves as souls”? I mean precisely to take out our “occluding veils”, to remove our masks, to be ready to listen to the Voice of the truth..., to be ready to find oneself with the Truth manifested in ourselves in due course.

4. The mystic moment of the vocation

One can listen just when there is silence in ourselves, when we learnt to keep silent.


As a man stops establishing himself as a positive and independent value, when he stops believing that he knows and can do all, at this moment of true humility, an ineffable expansion takes place and makes his self-recognition as a soul possible: it is the mystical moment of the vocation; and not the Faustian moment of the will-to-power, but the mystical moment of self-offering.

Then one understand that the way of Union, the way of unity of one’s being, being in ourselves, and not as intellectual subjectivism –often it is reduced to this– but as offering of personal values.

In other words, the way of union is not the result of an ideal value, but of a vital value; not as a value of one’s mind, or of our aesthetic sensibility, but as a value of the soul, of the heart, because just our heart can make an offering and renounce: this is why we speak of mystique of the heart, which is mystique of Life.

In our days, mystique is not intellectual, social, or political mystique –if and when the word mystique may mean all these things– but mystique of Life. And mystique of Life only can be born in a human soul, in the heart of a man.

5. The future of the human heart

We have lost the sense of offering and renunciation, because we have lost the sense of love. Our selfish love is not entirely humanised yet... and still has wild, animalised territories, and other areas are in the Stone Age. Our heart only knows how to love when strings of utilitarian and possessive love are vibrating, but also it has other subtler forces waiting for a hand from the new man to vibrate through self-offering: it is a virgin area of future.

When we talk about renunciation, this word breaks our selfish heart ancestrally inclined to possess things –and considers renunciation as death. We did not discovered yet renunciation as a way of Life. 
Our image of life is material, and we begin to perceive life as energy, but we have to learn to discover the life of the Consciousness. We have to learn to recover the life of the consciousness from its material redoubts, not by denying matter –as in the past– but by learning to transform it: this is the sense of mystique in a man of the future.

6. Renunciation as vocational way: Vocation of Renunciation

Now we may understand more rightly the sense of Renunciation. Not only as a virtue to assure the salvation of one’s soul, but also as a new Function in the service of life in a complete human being –a function that makes the transformation of life possible: it is a transmuting function par excellence.

The process of human transformation implies an Initial drive from renunciation, and the said transformation refers not only to values, culture, or spirit, but also is of material nature. Its results mean not only ideal or spiritual values, but also transformation of bodily functions and transmutation of ordinary energies into higher forms of spiritual energy. So, renunciation has not only a moral, ethic, or spiritual sense, but also a biological sense in the area of physiology of future.

7. Renunciation as social function: the Heart of society

Our appraisal of this mystical sense in Vocation through Renunciation does not mean its reduction to an exclusive individual value –it acquires a deep social sense. When mystique of the heart re-establishes the unity of being, and expands the life of one’s soul among all souls, then a man discovers the way of his own soul and, at the same time, recognises his mission in society.

From this viewpoint, Renunciation –as to Vocation– means a compromise not only before God and ourselves, but also a compromise with society and history.

A soul that responds to the call of vocation by renouncing to personal values is not escaping from the world to seek a refuge in an artificial paradise   –he realises that his own person and the world are the same thing, and that a transformation of the world demands to transform his own life... 


According to many persons, certain radical movements tending to social, political, or technological change are idealistic: in fact, they know not what they say because are unaware of the deep laws of transforming life.


In short: renunciation means not negation of life, but integral function of life. And mystique gets the rank of a lofty and specific function in society, and not outside society.

Q,



We talked about mystique as a process of human transformation, and a transformation in ourselves, but my question is: what is the source of energy that we are going to use for the said transformation?

M. S.

The source of energy is matter of our own life –our own values and goods: no raw matter to disintegrate. And just our heart can decide for this offering, because our mind is always hesitant. Matter of our own heart has to come into action, and an atomic light shines in the heart of man through the material fission of this “atom”.

Q.

In spite of your words, I need further clarification: renunciation to what?

M. S.

Do not you realise that your question comes from your mind?

S. I.

One’s heart understands, but our mind speaks and needs further explanation.

M. S.

When you ask, “renunciation to what?”, perhaps your question is about the sense of renunciation. If your mind asks, “renunciation to what”, it means that is unable to understand the sense –“for what”–, isn’t?

S. I.

Of course” I would wish to know how to carry out a practical offering or renunciation.

M. S..

You should take the offering to an altar in your own heart, and discover in yourself a mysterious –and quite hierarchical– presence so that you may offer yourself before this Presence. Does this Presence assumes the form of Truth, Beauty, or Love? Anyway, never shall be something abstract. Neither the most animal love nor the most ideal lover is something abstract. Love is always to someone. And at certain moment, this Someone in the centre of the heart as a receptive altar of the human offering. Then, this offering may become practical. But this offering is a free action, and no rule, law, or method can determine it. No law can decide it. Love itself gives this law. So, an outer law saying “how to renounce” is impossible because this would be like compulsory renunciation, and renunciation, by its own nature, cannot be imposed. Love responds not to any laws, but to love itself. No law, no method can impose how to practise love.

Q.

May we consider that our renunciation to love, our renunciation to certain affection is an offering? 

M. S.
You try to lead me to say what is renunciation and what is not, if renunciation is this or that. And I said renunciation cannot be determined from outside. I do not intend to handle the offering –my purpose is to place you on your respective place, and this place is the heart of every one of you. Just your heart can decide, at certain moment, if an affection is something to offer or not.

Q.

Sometimes, one fears to renounce because apparently we deprive us of a part of ourselves.

M. S.

Renunciation is a part of life itself. This is why one’s ordinary personality considers renunciation as death, but the final result is the transformation of our being.
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