XII

RE-ESTABLISHING A HARMONIOUS FUNCTION OF CONSCIOUSNESS-WILL

We said a human being could contact the Cosmic Consciousness at two key moments of his existence: at his lyric moment and at his tragic moment.

Let us clarify this: when we talk about “Cosmic Consciousness” we refer to a simple state of consciousness that marks the individual destiny.  And at the said critical points of his existence, a man confronts precisely his own destiny in some way.

1. The inspirational moment of the vocation: prophetic vision


We said the lyric moment is originally Inspirational, and one’s soul perceives, as a simple Vision and for the first time, the image of what a man shall be, and according to the beginning of San Martin’s sentence: “You shall be what you ought to be...”.


The image of what one “ought to be” appears beforehand at that moment and, in that sense, one’s vocation is a prophetic vision, because it is the “Announcement” of what a being has been called to Be. At that moment, an image of Future, a “proto-image of Future”, the image of his own individual future is Printed, Formed on him.


This first image is like a prototype of consciousness, like the prototypal model of what one “ought to be”.


But Vocation is not only an “Image”, but also a “Voice” calling to fulfil a destiny.


So, at this moment of  “opening” of consciousness, of “expansion” of consciousness, a being Sees suddenly his potentials as a human being as a whole, and Hears the call to be, manifested as the existential project assigned to him, as his own mission to fulfil in his life...


Moreover, it is not only a Vision and Call, but also a Drive, a new Force, certain Energy so far unknown, which Initiates in a human being a new movement of expansion of life. It is the creative moment in man, that of time-space convergence of all human and divine, terrestrial and cosmic forces, which can give rise to a “new being” –the “Son” of man.


The said focus of “convergence” of cosmic energies in man is “germinal”; it is like a “germ” or  “seed”   containing the prototypal image of the future plant and the necessary potential energy for starting its future growth.

From this viewpoint, Vocation is a Unique moment in the life of a being (this was not properly understood the first time)... It is unique because there is only one moment of genesis in man... In an individual there is only one moment when forces of the Creation take form... It is like the fertilisation, it occurs once in the individual... A plant can bloom many times and yield many fruits, but each flower is fertilised just once. A woman can be fertilised many times and give birth to many children, but each ovule is fertilised just once... Multiplicity occurs in the species, in the collective, but on individual level, the moment of creating a new being is unique.

2. The response of the will

This “Image”, this “Voice”, this “Germinal Vocational Drive” is the Message of the Consciousness, but –as any seeds– needs “earth”, a human MEDIUM, a response from the Will of man which can transform the ideal intuited Truth into way of Life.
The Will of man not always responds to the call of his Consciousness... The Will of a human being not always assumes a total “compromise” with Life.

Sometimes he carries out just partially what he is called to do.

Other times he takes advantage of the Inspirational Force of the Consciousness not to carry out the original project of cosmic perspective, but to carry out his own selfish wishes and ambitions, and his spirit is in the service of matter: this is the use of the Creative Force for begetting not a Son of the Light, but a son of the shadow... In this case, the work of man becomes opposite to life and its destiny is destruction and death: his work is “negation” of Life.


When the Will rejects the Consciousness, as a result of it there is a “satanic”, “tamasic” element.... All this brings about “evil”. Why? Because evil is something apart from one’s being, something “strange” to one’s being, something “alienated”, in modern words (that is, something strange to itself).


But the original consciousness is “occluded” not only by these pathological monsters, but also when man keeps and not transforms the normal fruits of life, –even the most honest and ethic works. Then life remains “fixed”, “crystallised” in a material model, beyond the term to complete those works. What do I mean? Any fruit has a time for growth and season, but beyond this point, if you do not alter it, the fruit decays. This is the law, in Nature and in man as well.


 This dissatisfies and upsets, and eventually frustrates many honest persons, because here we talk not about the frustration of mean human beings, but of the good ones.

3.  Crystallisation of the consciousness in a material model

In Hindu mythology, certain story describes vividly what so far we have said.  Romain Rolland’s “L’Evangile de Ramakrishna” says: 
“The god Vishnu became incarnate as a wild boar to destroy devils, but after their destruction, he did not return to his heaven and wanted to live as a wild boar. He had several children and was happy with them. The devas in heaven thought, “Why does not our Lord come back?”.  Then they went to Shiva and asked him to convince Vishnu to come back to heaven. Then Shiva appeared and beseeched Vishnu, but He was caring of his children and did not pay attention. So Shiva pierced his body with the trident and liberated him from his self-illusion. Vishnu laughed and returned to his heavenly residence”. “Such is the power of Maya”, Ramakrishna says through the Romain Rolland’ storyteller.

This emblematic example shall permit us to examine the characteristic work of man, and what law governs his creation and destruction.

First, “Vishnu became incarnate as a wild boar”. That is, the man has an instrument (his own mind) which is a fit medium and function for knowing his environment and governing it.

“...to destroy evils”. That is, one’s consciousness decides by means of a concrete and positive affirmation of our will, of a concrete objective. It is the development of an objective consciousness founded on affirming positive values. 


“...but after their destruction, he did not return to his heaven and decided to live as a wild boar. He had several children and was happy with them...”

Here, the being identifies himself with his outer work. But at the end of his work, the will stops responding to the call of the consciousness, becomes autonomous, and there is certain “oblivion” of the being. It is as if the power to affirm the will on an outer work created an existential gravitation field around the nucleus of a self-affirmed ego... and by curving upon this personal ego the space and time, the consciousness would remain confined in a material system. So, the human “atom” emerges with a sense of absolute autonomy. And the human being constitutes a separate particle that has lost its original relationships with the consciousness (it lacks cosmic consciousness); it is a man identified with his own work, he is his own work, sees his work and does not see God, or his neighbour, or himself: he has conquered the power of his will, but lost the consciousness, has conquered the world and lost his soul; it is a fit man for “production”, but lacks “vision”.... The Consciousness remains reduced to “objective consciousness”, that is, determined by its relationships with objects. On the contrary, the will becomes stronger through a sense of power.

At present, and by virtue of the technological development, apparently this will-to-power  reaches the summit (man possesses not only the strength of a wild board, but also the power of an atom.... but the night in the world is also darker by lack of cosmic vision.

“...After their destruction, he wanted to live as a wild board...”

 His will-to-live keeps the being here, in the material world –“he wanted to live...”– and here we find a quite significant Hindu and Buddhist idea misconstrued by commentators, which confused many persons; that is, “if man is tied to the material existence by his will-to-live, then the way to liberation must be founded on the extirpation or annihilation of this will...”, or, in other words, to certain negation of the world and life. But on the above-cited story, nobody says this –it emphasises the fact of a wish-to-live as a wild board, which is a way of living.

“He had several children and was happy with them...” 

This “had” implies a positive sense before life, and not in the sense of being, but of having. The work, by itself, is insufficient for a being to justify himself; and neither gives him a proper mirror for a self-reflected consciousness, nor permits him to return to himself. The travel of Vishnu –as to consciousness– was without return, and he had to be in crisis.


The Faustian man, with his sense of autonomy and independence before the cosmos, sooner or later is in crisis because his unilateral system of life cannot be balanced beyond certain limit; it is like an atom in physical matter: as it “possesses” certain number of electrons and atomic “weight”, produces its own disintegration, that is, a contrary movement toward destruction and death for re-establishing a new balance. The intervention of Shiva re-establishes the harmony with the Cosmic Consciousness.

But as a result of being confined in this personal work, man lives detached from himself, and all this leads him to a gradual differentiation, separateness, and hostile relationships: brothers do not recognise each other and even feel strange. Then Shiva –the principle of destruction– intervenes and re-establishes the balance between individual consciousness and social consciousness. Individualism alienates not only the consciousness, but also unbalances the planetary economy: our present economic crisis responds to a crisis of consciousness. In other words, the wish to “live as a wild boar” takes for granted not only a philosophy of life, but also to have a quantum of cosmic energy in detriment of the human economy as a whole. And Shiva intervenes always when such an unbalance of power occurs...

“...Shiva beseeched...”

There is a second Call! A second moment of the Vocation is the call to leave, the call to “finish”... The Mother’s Call for his son to “stop playing” and to be again himself what he ought to be. If the “consciousness of child who plays” overlooks this call, then the “wolf comes” and devours him... In this story, Shiva –Destructive Power– first “beseeches”: it is his presence as a “signal” to finish the play; sorrow and frustration function many times as a “signal” –it is time to finish.

People do not know how to finish their works and actions. Theoretically, we know that all finishes, but we recall this when the power itself of life puts a stop to our achievements. A man is not internally ready to “stop” striving. His will still is possessive and apart from his consciousness; he produces, owns his production, and identifies himself with the product. It is as if in a cell accumulated metabolic products: what would happen then? Modern biology teaches that a cell can die by one of these causes. We rear and educate our children, but it is hard to “leave” them, isn’t? We acquire something valuable, certain knowledge, we qualify for something, but later we transform those values into possessions for our own benefit, and we are reluctant to renounce to them. And when a human value, however perfect, “crystallises” in a material model, is autonomous, becomes a “product” of life, but IS not life... These “products” of life, these “metabolites”, these illusions that in our consciousness become symbols of a self-realised man, at the same time “crystallise” and “fix” life on a material model destined to death.

Human life follows only one direction –it is a “no-return” trip– that is, a movement of the will that crystallises our consciousness in the material power: this is the human work!

The last class someone asked about this fact, “Is it possible to invert the process when this crystallisation occurs?”.  Nicodeme asked the same: “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?” Modern medicine asks the same question: How can arteriosclerosis be cured? Can flexibility return to stiff, calcified arteries? In other words, can we be young again? 

We would need a quite especial “solvent”, isn’t? Without such a solvent, what is crystallised could fracture or break again... It is the critical moment in the material system of life –its tragic moment.

If a human being, at the “lyric” moment of his Vocation, is somewhat aware of the infinite, absolute, and boundless aspect, then at this tragic moment is aware of the relative and limited side of his work. Then he understands the meaning of the second part of the above-cited sentence: “or you will be the nothing”.

4.      Toward a new philosophy of the values, and a new sense of the existence
At this point, we should wonder: What is the meaning of all this? Are we proposing a “negative” philosophy of life, or postulating the illusion of the existence, as the above-mentioned example taken from Hindu mythology apparently intimates it? Are we questioning the material values and the active part played by men in our society?

Not at all; we just want to denounce a separation between the “work” and the “being” of man, between his “consciousness” and his “will”, and that this “division” in his being impedes to find the sense of the existence.

As Charles Reich says, in the technological society of our days, the man not only is ready and qualified for a function, but also he becomes the said function: being a physician, a stewardess, a worker –being a “wild boar”–; this means not only to qualify for something in the system, but also to empty one’s being as a whole in the mould of that particular function, and in the role and paper demanded by our society to carry out the said function, but all this occurs in detriment of the whole being. This does not mean that such “officials” are valueless –if we understand for officials all those who carry out a function– but their values are relative. They are useful “to play a role”, as a physician, driver, or laboratory technician, but now, many of these functions are substituted for machines...

The “function”, what you do, can give full social sense to the life of a man, but may lack existential sense. The “part” that one plays marks by itself a social utility, if and when the said part is not declared some day “disposable”, because then life itself of a human being has no sense.

What is the meaning of all this?

Life cannot be “fixed” on material models, or “caught” and pinned on a table as a naturalist does with his butterflies. Life is a current that cannot be “contained” in the hollow of the hand. Its own power tends once and again to get rid of those patterns and shells, and to re-establish the freedom of Consciousness beyond life and death.

5. Displacement of the existential gravitation centre. E pur si muove!

Now a human being cannot found his existence only on affirming its positive values, because to fix the said values on material models is insufficient to constitute an existential stability point beyond usual frames in which man intended to fix his living.

The sign of the time that we are bound to live –through a current of accelerated change shaking our lives– consists exactly in becoming conscious that such steadiness points of the man on his own values move… E pur si muove! By becoming conscious, a new cosmos opens. We are not living any more on the fixed cosmos of yore –on a Ptolemaic system– where all reference points were fixed… As the “ground moves”, humanity as a whole wakes up to a new cosmic sense of existence and begins to discover a new stability center transcending those frames on which the man attempted to fix his life.

The last class, a young lady asked: “What is to be awake?”.  To be awake is to be aware of this displacement in the gravitation centre of the human existence taking place right now in the world that we inhabit.

Many persons may deny these changes and continue to dream of restoring the world of the past, as at the end of the film “2001”. The “guardians of orthodoxy” still may defend a world of fixed signs –of stability–: as Galileo Galilei, we shall go on to tell: E pur si muove!

 Now we live with “no support”!... Now we live an “anti-gravitational life”... and this new sense of life is the starting point of a modern mystique that grants a new meaning to the vocation of man.

Q.

You talk about a crisis of material values and about the suffering involved by this crisis, but is there another more natural way of impeding the crystallisation of one’s consciousness and those critical moments?

M. S.

The future man has to develop a new function to make the systematic offering of his values possible, an organ to detect rapidly when a work is over. But being ourselves deprived of a sense to detect that our works finished, we want to continue without a fine sensibility to know when we finished something, and to feel when we should renounce. It is the wisdom of the being (“ego-encia”). One believes that something is over but, in fact, we do not know and eventually life itself snatches it away from us. But we have to develop an inner sense to anticipate this painful break. When does a father finish the education of his child? When does our assimilation of knowledge, or any experience, finish?

Q.

There love would come into play because I assume that one’s personal selfishness hinders our offering.

M. S.

One must develop a new aspect of love because a possessive love is insufficient to meet our need of “finishing” and offering what we finished.

Q.

The point would be that we should learn to love because a possessive love makes a man continue in the past, but deprives him from being expansive and giving universal sense to his work.

M. S.

Of course! Today we are on the threshold of the awakening to an expansive love. Traditional philosophies are wrong because they did not fix with clarity a balanced position before life, and on the contrary, postulated absolute positions by affirming or negating the world and life. We should find the reversible point to revert the work once the latter is carried out: we would say a liberation point. Neither a liberation founded on negation –“I must save my consciousness and not taint with life”– which is the viewpoint of misconstrued mystical philosophies, nor on the affirmation viewpoint of modern positivists –“I negate the consciousness of being in order to conquer  life”–. These two positions are extreme positions  –philosophies of non-being and philosophies of being– but there is a third harmonious position, a philosophy of being-and-of-non-being. It is a philosophy founded on renunciation, but not a renunciation to things not possessed, but to things possessed. Christ speaks of renunciation to the rich young man, that is, to a person who possesses. Renunciation is meaningful when a value has been conquered and offered. Renunciation to things not possessed may lead to stop the human development and to negate life


Modern mystique arises from the being of a man who has conquered a value and sacrifices it. Mystique cannot emerge from a fruitless life, from an individual who never conquered anything or loved anyone else. Negative mystiques of this kind not only sterilise but also lead to nowhere.

Modern mystique emerges from a man who conquered knowledge, and even his will; a qualified creative man, who discovers a new value in donation. So one enters the way of wisdom, that is, the way of the true homo sapiens, and not that of the homo faber.

Mystique begins on a learned man who knows when something is over, and sacrifices the result of his efforts to accede an immeasurable field.

Q,

So, would this sacrificial offering consist of considering that a work is over, but being ourselves ready to other achievements?

M. S.

The final moment is a wonderful moment of opening. It is one’s birth to another thing, to another state. As soon as we finish, we are free, and again we recover our consciousness of being; then we can choose again. It is a moment of “death”, a moment of “genesis”. It is the moment of death by which our life acquires a true sense.
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