XI

                   AWAKENING OF THE SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS IN MAN


In our last class, we dealt with the subject Vocation. We approached that wonderful convergence point between the divine and the human, when the spiritual consciousness of man wakes up.


But I felt that we have omitted something... I refer not to the formal communication aspect, but to its intrinsic aspect; not to words or ideas expressed about Vocation, but to the fact that we were unable to be united, in this vocation, in order to experience it together as a spiritual existential experience. So, we were unable to feel together the Vocation, and to be in tune with the living current that “Inspires” this Vocation; at most, we talked “about” Vocation.


This was a lofty topic... we grazed an existential vertex, a “summit” of the spiritual development in a human being, the turning contact point between the human and the divine and, perhaps, as we dealt with this points –more than at other moments– it is more patent that one cannot see these things through our usual knowledge –we need to be in tune spiritually.  And this method of syntomy, of search of a spiritual reality by similarity, which we want to apprehend, demands a quite particular attitude of our soul.


Just as a passive attitude of him who comes to hear a lecture to learn something in particular, or a critical attitude of him who seeks a verbal fencing by means of words and concepts, or an hesitant attitude of those who question any sayings as to their truth or error is insufficient, also an aesthetic attitude assumed by  “consumers” of culture, and by those who attend a concert, an exhibition of paintings, or a lecture is insufficient if their comments only refer to “their likes or dislikes”, or to “their good or bad impressions”. 


Something like that occurred in the last class... At least, I could perceive it during my talk. And also one of you noticed it by observing that the group was more “reactive” than in other occasions, and demanded more “proofs of authenticity” from the orator...  And then certain questions based on the doubt arose about truth and error...


But do not believe that I felt just in your persons this obstructive attitude –I felt also this attitude in myself during my talk... While I tried to offer you an explanation about Vocation, I could observe in myself that I was disconnected from the inspirational current of the Vocation, and that my transmission only consisted of concepts. And one cannot understand the Vocation by means of concepts.


What do we learn from all this?


That an intellectual, aesthetic, or reactive attitude is insufficient to apprehend certain spiritual realities –we need a participating attitude. We must participate with our own soul in all those aspects that we want to apprehend. In some way, it is necessary an intimate compromise with what we want to know even before knowing it; that is, we must love it before knowing it...


And today, this participating attitude enables us to approach the Vocation again.


Let us sum up our sayings of the last class:

1. We have appraised the PRESENCE of the divine in man by means of an Inspirational Current of Cosmic Consciousness which, by colliding with his own soul, points him his cosmic destiny.

2. We said the FUTURE is born in a man of our days under the sign of a “cosmic opening”, but not that of an ideal opening, but of an experimental one. Today, man experiences a cosmic space, a cosmic energy, but intimately longs for a contact with the Cosmic Consciousness. And as humanity is “open” to the Cosmic Consciousness, then we can truly say we have entered the cosmic age.

3. 
This need of a “consciousness opened” to a cosmic dimension is manifest in a man of our days as new sense of the spirituality, that is to say, as a need of developing in himself an organ to make a direct perception of the spirituality possible.
It may seem strange to talk about a new sense of the spirituality because usually we take for granted –as this young lady would say– that we all possess the said sense... We question this supposition and also feel, as the young lady, that many of the so-called spiritual experiences do not go beyond aesthetic or psychological –or even parapsychological– impressions. Usually, spirituality remains “occluded” behind a façade of “spiritual intellectualism”, of an “aesthetic refined sensibility”, or of a “psychological change of consciousness” (such as it can happens by means of hypnosis, psychedelic experiences, or extrasensory perception). 

But all this is insufficient to reveal the consciousness of the spiritual Being. 

We need to go beyond both the psychological aspect and the aesthetic one, beyond the systematic thought, and beyond psychophysical experiences. We need to define certain attitudes and develop new values in front of life, that is to say, certain qualitative changes have to be introduced in the intimacy of the human being for the activation of indispensable functions that may “open” this new sense of the spirituality.

4. So, we begin to recover this Vocation as one of these functions of opening toward the cosmic consciousness in man. And we talked about Vocation, we did not refer to an extraordinary experience, or to a Voice of the divine revealed to extraordinary beings. The spiritual tradition of humanity gives us examples and statements about this revelatory Voice of God marking the way to man: Samuel, Therese of Lisieux, and many others. In spite of their greatness, we refuse to take these examples as prototypes for studying the said Vocation because their greatness shows them exactly as inaccessible to the usual human experience. We prefer to recover an inherent function in life and spiritual development of all human beings.

THEN, WHAT IS VOCATION?

Apart from its eventual significance and dimension, and from being sometime achieved or not, Vocation is a function of opening in one’s consciousness..., certain moment when can see a cloudless sky..., a moment of vision..., a moment of “spiritual opening” in the material system of man. At this moment of opening, a man can “see”, at a glance, his individual potentials as a whole.

In spite of its transcendence, the said moment may be unnoticed by a man effaced in the collective or in a role, or in a concrete function of the material world. It can be manifest as a “Light” turned in a split second on the panel of his material consciousness, and gone out at once when the veil of his current illusions occlude it.  Or it is manifest as a “Voice” calling to a proper realisation, but that is rapidly silenced by the whisper of the collective mind. In other words, the “vocational function” can remain “occluded” and unable to come into action. And this inactivity of certain indispensable functions for developing the human life as a whole should be our first topic of study if we want to understand in some way what we are considering.

We say this because the development of the collective life, the need of making efforts together to build great human works –the tremendous effort demanded of big human masses to “build this earth”– has been made at the costs of the individual life. Our modern life has placed the ideals of big “corporations” –of the “Corporate State”, as Charles Reich would say– above the individual. Under the motto “first the Enterprise”, big modern states have been built, big constructions have been erected, and big scientific and technologic teams have grown as symbols of the organised collective power... But all this has been made, at least partially, at the costs of a functionally- mutilated individual.

The youth of our days is aware of this mutilated life, and beyond the surface of a social or political reluctance, its rebelliousness is the reply of the individual life which refuses to die suffocated in the collective. 

That is why the youth, today more than ever, represent the vanguard of the Future, because from now on, the inspirational force of humanity changes poles... Great collective ideals of the past shall stop being the standard. Inspiration shall not come from voices of leaders of globalised men, but the Inspiration will be more and more intense in one’s consciousness, intimately. The inspirational Voice of one’s Vocation shall acquire more and more importance. So, the inspirational guidance will not come from outside, but from inside.

1. Reaction against the collective organised power and the force of the Vocation

Day by day, we are more aware of how the individual remains confined in big collective organisations.  We are aware of the material structure of the society in which we live. We are aware of the organised collective power and of the subjection to enormous human masses to the said power. In short, we are aware of anonymous powers by which the individual remains in bondage, and today this awareness brings about quite violent reactions in humanity.

But the reaction against the Establishment and the violence exercised against outer enemies and symbols of the collective power, can impede a deeper awareness about the true causes of the alienation of man.

Of course, the alienation of the consciousness is the result of the crystallisation of the said consciousness in the material power, but we have to learn to discover the said materialisation of our consciousness not only in big corporations, but also in ourselves: we have to learn to recover our consciousness from the material power that has confined it... And this recovery of our consciousness, at least on individual level, today is not a problem of reaction, but of Vocation.

2. Two critical moments of awareness; two possible moments

 
of opening in the cosmic consciousness.

In the last class, when we talked about the Vocation as a moment of opening toward the Cosmic Consciousness, we referred to a moment when the said contact occurs for the first time, at its original moment, when the sun shines for the first time on the Mount of spiritual aspirations of man: it is the romantic moment of the vocation, its lyric moment.

But, what happens later, when those first flashes vanish under the heavy burden of one’s personal experience, and we find our consciousness crystallised in material power?  Under such conditions, our consciousness can be recovered just at a tragic moment of our existence: at the tragic moment of the vocation, at the moment of human failure.

Nowadays, we feel so confined, and so intensely forced by our selfishness to accumulate material power beyond our needs, and we have erected so high and thick ramparts for protecting our material possessions at all costs, that our situation is identical to that of an atom of physical matter, which contains an immense power, and can be recovered just in case of  “fission” in the system...

We should understand that many persons only can contact again the cosmic consciousness through failure, crisis in their personal work, or existential fissure... because, in a closed system, the Light only can penetrate again into the life of the universe through the said fissure.

If in due time we assign particular importance to the lyric moment of our vocation, in the same way we appraise the tragic moment because an opening toward the way of life in the being is possible. At those moments, you can see with clarity, at those moments –to certain extent– a man recovers the vision and can discover guiding signals on his way.

Q.

What is to be awake? 

M. S.


Your question may be the result of other deeper aspiration. Please, try to observe yourself in order to discover the root of your question.

S. I.

Well, one feels that is awake and, suddenly, we wake up, see other things, and realize that we were asleep.

M. S.

It is you who replied  –this is to remain asleep. You have contacted something different, something that is useful for awakening your consciousness.

 Q.

Then, what you call “tragic” would be like a therapy by electroshock. It would be like saying to people, the existential crisis is positive, that they are actually in crisis, and not to occlude or compensate the said crisis, but to assume it: one should take it for granted for discovering its sense.

M. S.

Exactly. But we should warn that what we call “existential crisis” happens today in humanity as a collective phenomenon produced by social circumstances, but with a cosmic meaning: it is symptom of a new anthropogenesis. The point is that still we are not ready to take advantage rightly of this “shock” of the Future, and when this happens, we tend rather to seek new sure points of the past. At this turning point we need to be with “somebody else” who has crosses the threshold of “death” (because one lives the existential crisis as death).

Q.

Now one can understand more properly the meaning of the so-called “crisis” of the modern world and why the cardinal points of the past are lost. Because if humanity has to be open to the cosmic consciousness, doubtless any buildings of the past have to collapse and give way to a new world.

M. S.

But also you should understand that all this is a source of sorrow, isn’t? And that most people experience these changes as a tremendous break in their lives, and they feel confused, and do not know what to do. Thence those important statements of persons who are more conscious and can foster the birth of a new Being at the moment of labour.
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