VIII

A NEW DIMENSION OF THE THOUGHT

In our last classes we said humanity of our time is on the threshold of revealing the soul, on the threshold of discovering the individual being, which is veiled by an occluding consciousness, by a false self-consciousness.

But for understanding this revelation of the being as a whole, it is insufficient to display it gloriously with the cosmic symbol of Christ’s transfiguration, or ideally with a transfigured humanity –as we did by unveiling figures of the “teacher”, “wife”, “bride”, or “friend”– because such ideals are insufficient for man to get a living and personal experience of discovering his own soul. 

That is why, after unfurling the veils of our own ship by the breath of inspiration in search of routes of the Cosmic Ocean, or of ways of Humanity, we hauled them down at the end of our last class and entered the mystery of our little or insignificant personality... At the arrival point, under a shining Sun on the summit of the Mount, not an ideal goal in a transfigured humanity, but at the starting point, more modest and humble, in our concrete person –the human being that every one of us is–, who wishes the self-revelation by means of a living contact with that transcendent reality cherished at moments of inspiration, but being often out of reach as a winged and evanescent ideal. It is not the theological or metaphysical question: “Who is God”, or the sociological question: “What is Humanity?”, or the psychological one: “What is the soul, or what is the spirit?”, but another existential question: “Who am I?” 

And we had arrived here, on the threshold of revealing my own being, discovering my own soul, and unveiling who am I actually and not what I believe to be. But previous to go on ahead with this idea about the revelation of the soul, let us look above ourselves to observe what happens with the Method given during these conversations: so, let us return to the method before continuing with the message.

1. Beyond fixing the thought

As early as in our first class we gave some ideas about our methodology, but at that time you could not understand them as a whole. Today, at this point, those who were regularly present and participated actively in the work developed during these meetings, have experienced this methodology by themselves.

First, you noticed that we neither fix the thought on an idea, concept, or symbol, nor develop this thought later, gradually, by following all its sequences, which occurs as a rule, isn’t? Surely, you noticed that we follow a different method. Let us try to clarify this.

 When an idea arises, generally we try to grasp it, as he who catches a butterfly, fixes it on the table of his own mind, and wants to analyse and examine it separately, isn’t?

As the idea about as a “reunion of souls” arose, at once someone grasped it and began to ask how he could establish a better communication among persons. As the idea about the divine dimension arose, about the sense of transcendence, a young lady said she did not believe in a God outside man, but in a God in man. And as the idea about “Cosmic Consciousness” arose, someone said he did not grasp its meaning, because he could not see the said-consciousness expressed in humanity.

I am not criticising all those questions, but giving these examples for you to see more clearly the usual operation of our thought, which tends to objectify and fix ideas... And you observed that I refuse to fix such ideas and to systematise the thought, by leaving always the field open to receiving new ideas. To fix an idea is like shutting the doors of the perception.

So, I refuse to fix the thought in only one direction... And the usual thought of all of us projects itself in only one direction; it is a thought on straight line... I refuse to fix the thought on only one coordinate, on only one cardinal point, on only one sign, on only one signal. This is why the thought is non-systematic in these conversations. 

As the idea about the “transfiguration” arose, behind the symbol of the cosmic Christ, more than one of you may have thought that I could develop the said idea in the context of some religious doctrine in particular, by developing later the idea connected with the transcendence. On the contrary, we left the vertical dimension in order to see the same phenomenon of the horizontal dimension of humanity. But, at a time, had we followed this line, we would end up at an idealistic humanism... So, after a new turn, we entered the intimate dimension in search of our own being, of our own soul. 

So, the thought tends not to follow a straight line, but a movement of “rotation”, expansion, and self-retreat; that is, it tends to a pulse, a beat of the thinking, to a living thought: not a thought fixed on conceptual models –butterflies fixed on the table of a naturalist– but a thought united with the flow of life. 

2. In search of a new image of the world

So, in some way, we return to orientation signs commented in other class. We said humanity had lost the image of the world, and the technical age offered us a world of instruments and things that were useful but without cosmic meaning, and disconnected from a world of universal meanings.

But a soul that is lost in a world of gears –as Ernesto Sabato would say–a soul that has lost its own name in a globalised society, a soul that has lost the image of the world –an image that at another time, in some way, referred to the universe– a soul that has lost orientation signals in this universe, in short, a soul like that needs new orientation points.

As Octavio Paz says, a child is born in a meaningless world, takes a look at a mute world, lacking orientation signs and a compass to find the North at a glance. In our childhood, many houses had a weather-vane marking the direction of the wind, which had not only a practical meaning, but also was the emblem of a “signalised” world. But in our days, in big cities, a child looks above just to find the whimsical smoke of incinerators. 


The technological world has replaced the world of meanings.  Constellations of fixed signs and structures of systematic thought disappeared, and we are entering an age to discover again, necessarily, the meaning of the world. A system of fixed signs cannot guide us and, for this reason, during these classes we do not try to build a system of this type; on the contrary, every time that we notice that the thought tends to remain fixed on certain model, we jump over those schemes.

3. Toward a vision of synthesis

This sudden passage from a model of analytical thought to a model of dynamic thought; from a model of signs in which every cardinal point has a fixed place in our respect, and a model of  “rotating signs” (Octavio Paz); this sudden passage from one direction to another; this passage from a dimension of transcendence to a dimension of immanence, from a divine dimension to a human dimension; from a transfiguration on the Mount to a transfiguration of our neighbour... apparently, all this is so bewildering and finally gives the impression of being ourselves unable to define any clear ideas or concepts, or any concrete images... Many listeners may hear us and leave because they did not find something in particular, and that is why some persons are gone: still they are in the time of photographs, they want a fixed image.

A photographic image appears with clarity when the movement stops, isn’t? The photographer tells us to be quiet, in certain posture, and to look in only one direction. But man is awakening to a new vision, which emerges from the movement of his own soul, and we are required for that new vision of synthesis not fix our thought or leave our brain crystallised:  we should be careful for the doors of the perception not to close. 

Today, first, our class considered the revelation of the individual soul, and this question: “Who am I?”, and the query about my true name, but instead of developing this idea in an objective way, we have returned to the very structure of the thought of the enquirer... and surely this way of unveiling our thinking can help us go with due care through the threshold and follow the way to the discovery of ourselves.

Q.

You talked about how our present society has lost its orientation points. And in my opinion, all this is so tragic because those institutions which in other times marked the direction cannot guide us!

M. S.

It is so tragic... and this is why we live in an age of anguish.  Existential anguish is precisely to feel that we have not any supports.

Q.

Excuse me, but I do not believe that the cause of all this is a crisis of symbols as such; on the contrary, so far, those symbols have been experienced rather as a projection from outside inwards, instead of recognising them from inside, and thence the rejection. 

M. S.  

So, the point is that they were subjective points, something ready-made, models of a collective experience, with a meaning as collective signals, but unable to guide my own soul.

Q.


That is why the youth reject any eventual orientation from outside, and prefer to seek it in themselves, against any symbols of authority.

A. I.
But naturally, he who sticks to traditional symbols, defends himself and reacts if you try deprive him of his supports. In those cases, I feel, first, that one should foster an inner change, and later, they leave by themselves the old symbols when their consciousness expands.

A. I.

So, we should not rest on a symbol, but on the being.

A. I.

In my view, as we unveil ourselves, every one of us can find his own orientation, his own guiding signal in life, and serve others as a point of reference.

M. S.

You have opened the way by yourselves to discovering new signs... Of course, when we refer to our crisis of meaning and of objective symbols –as the young man said– we aim at unveiling new symbols. And these new symbols     –perhaps many of us are symbols– become living symbols: they are trait and presence of the new man, being themselves self-constituted as guiding signs for a new world. We are not going to discover guiding signs in old material models, institutional models, or fixed letters of texts; on the contrary, we are going to discover them in the human soul. Cosmic symbols signalising the way are engraved on the human soul with subtle traits. We should discover in all persons the living sign of inspiration, teaching, guide, and orientation. One may be meaningless to anyone else if we are robots; otherwise, we can mean all when we reveal ourselves as souls. Even though it is true that present youth are reluctant to any orientation imposed by  authorities –as one of you said– in spite of this, they are receptive to those living traits of the human being whose presence alone catalyses so significant meetings.

Q.

Of course! But we are living in a technical age, and we tend to reduce all to things, and then, even man is a thing.

M. S.


So, we have lost the true “contact” with the human being, and we should discover him again.

Q.

Are you fully informed about the “Hair” theatre and its numerous new signs?

M. S.


I don’t... But, please, do not mistake representation of symbols for living symbols that we want to discover in persons. We should not mistake symbolic figures for those subtle traits engraved on a person as quite significant signs of life.

Q.

May these traits characterise a person as a soul and differentiate him from mere intellectual or affective aspects?

M. S.


Yes, it is a transcendent trait printed and formed in the human being, and characteristic of a soul.

S. I.


And how can one discover that transcendent figure in persons?

M. S.

The revelation of the soul begins by self-humiliation and self-recognition of the human being, not only by intellectual comprehension, but also by deep self-love. And I am going to discover another human being as a soul not only if and when I understand him, but also if and when I love him. The mystery of revealing the being consists of “I understand and love”, and not only of “I understand”. Understanding alone is insufficient. A disciple is unable to discover the master if he does not love him. A husband is unable to discover the wife if he does not understand and love her. Even I am unable to discover my own soul if begin being reluctant in myself in regard to my deepest essence, hiding myself with a mask of appearances, and manipulating it as anything else in this world. In short, one should have intimate values and the inner instrument which make the revelation of the being possible. The revelation of the being responds not to metaphysical, theological, or psychological speculations, but to a context of mystical experience.
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