VI

SENSE OF THE TRANSCENDENCE

In last classes we tried to approach the mystery of the spirituality, and had to strive to “Ascend” and penetrate into the high atmosphere of the mind; there we discovered great cosmic archetypes and, behind symbolic veils, we could intuit the ineffable and mysterious Presence of the divine manifested in the world of men.

When we soar over our human insignificance, when we went up the mount of our more intimate aspirations, we are on the threshold of transcendence. There, on the loftiest yearnings of the soul, we aim at a Truth that illuminates all, at a Way opened to all, and at a resplendent, luminous and expansive Life that, as the Sun, grants life and value to all. Perhaps, do not we wish this?

We all feel somehow this need of Transcendence, of the divine, of eternity, of what is beyond this little life of ours, that we know absolutely it is destined to death... We want a life not reduced to earthly dust, isn’t?... a life eventually transformed into the mystery of the infinite.


But even though our vocation is essentially cosmic, and our sense transcendent, in fact the “psychology” of ours is “that of tents”, that is, that of the old terrestrial man that refuses to transfigure himself and wants to endure and tends constantly to reduce the divine to human measures.


In spite of statements repeated everywhere about universality, freedom, and expanded consciousness, in fact most of us are far away from this. And each human group “makes its own tent” and wants to be covered by it, along with its limited truth, restricted and narrow.  We all speak of universal consciousness and cosmic consciousness, but tending to be covered by this “tent” that we have built.


This existential contradiction between two levels of consciousness is one of the signs of the time that is being born. Certain symptoms reveal quite patently this contrast.


Few days ago, three astronauts of the Soyuz 11 Mission died tragically: their lives, as those of all men devoted to the cosmic adventure, anticipated their sacrifice. But what was the repercussion of this on our behaviour?


There is not a link between our usual consciousness and the consciousness of those men... What those men saw and felt can be offered to others by way of testimony, by way of anticipation: to some extent, by prophetic way... As learned people and mystics do, all they have in some way the sign of the prophecy. They are those who bring news about the new, not about something to come, but about what their are experiencing beforehand in relation to their contemporaries. But crowds do not understand the language of those men. They are not popular heroes. Their voices are claiming in the wilderness. Some of them did not want to return from the space, and the majority stay in community with similar souls: but they are witnesses of the future.


A spiritual man, being above the level of consciousness of his contemporaries, and seeing and feeling beforehand the Presence of a new current of transformation of life in his own soul, is also a witness, spokesperson, and prophet of the time to come, and therefore, liable to general misunderstanding. Also he is a voice claiming in the wilderness, because the majority of his contemporaries are apart from all this, their psychology is different, a “psychology of tents”, a psychology “covering the being”...; a psychology of “Love story”, sweetly covering the soul with the pink robe of a romantic past...


And humanity struggles between these two poles. What happens, then? What is the sign of the future in the present world?: exactly these two contrasted states of consciousness. Between a Cosmic Consciousness, which is the human aspiration to the transcendent, unlimited and universal aspect –at a Sun shining for all and at a light irradiated beyond the farthest ends of the universe–, and a psychological consciousness, a “psychology of tents”, which reduces the Truth to my truth, The Way to my way, and the Universal life, cosmic life, Life (in capital letter) –which is beyond what we call life and death– to a life in small letter, tending to follow to a terrestrial model destined to destruction and death.


This human contradiction takes place between those persons with “vision” of future, those persons with “vocation” of future –and nowadays, to have vocation of future is to respond to this call with our own life–... and the large anonymous, aseptic group of all those who, under their own tents, reply, “In spite of all, it’s nice here!”.


This contradiction is in every one of us. It is our greatness and our misery, but even in possession of a vision of future, usually our actions respond to a consciousness compromised with the past.


In the past, the sense of the spirituality could be reduced to a belief, a contemplative vision, or a liberating experience –that is, to something transcendent and “beyond” life–, but in a man of our days, the sense of spirituality is born as a need of something Transcendent connected with life itself: as a “divine particle” united with the human life. That is, as a “transcendent” and indispensable element for the full development of man as human being.

Q.

But as a result of this sense of transcendence, perchance instead of fostering human development,  did not the latter make men overlook their own problems here on earth, and seek a supernatural world as their goal?


M. S.

Yes when those two points are separate. But here we talk about a sense of the divine united with the human life.

S. I.

Anyway, I cannot grasp why an invocation to the divine is required in terms of human development. Perhaps certain efforts done by a rightly guided man, an improvement of social conditions, and certain increased solidarity could not be sufficient to release our society from its present state?

M. S.

Yes, of course, but all those human conditions, which you have mentioned, only are possible in a new state of consciousness!

S. I. 

And cannot this new state of consciousness of man occur in a society offering fit instruments for developing his own chances, and not appealing to that “divine particle” that you have mentioned?

M. S.


Yes, a man needs a fit social environment for developing his potentials as a man but, at the same time, he must discover the transcendent sense of his own existence. One should not identify this sense of transcendence with a religious belief, but rather as the presence of a “spiritual trait in man”. When I refer to divine “particle” in man is because I want to emphasise that this is not a purely ideal trait, but something “substantial”, connected with the life of a human being. The “absence” of this particle produces an especial deficiency disease, which today begins to be recognised in humanity by certain alarm symptoms: loss of unity in a being, blindness related to values, and loss in the sense of vital orientation. A mechanical life, disconnected from the “ordering particle” produces in man that strange disease of the modern man, a similar dove disease by lack of Vitamin B1: “they lose the orientation sense”. 
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