III

GUIDING SIGNALS IN A NEW WORLD


On the occasion of last classes, we offered certain ideas and you asked certain questions, but many queries remain.

ADVENT OF THE FUTURE


Obviously, we all expect something from the Future and from what we may call Advent of the Future, apart from understanding it or not.


 We may ignore what means “change of direction in the axis of the time”, but that “current of accelerated change” tells on, moves, and shakes us, by imparting to our lives –inadvertently– certain different direction from a previously traced direction in terms of ideas, habits, projects, and ways of our past thinking and feeling. Suddenly, a current of Future “invades” our lives, and the future installs in our present life, but not an expected future, which in some way was foreseen and projected, but an unexpected and unforeseen future: this is the “shock of future” in Alvin Toffler’s sense.


We may not interpret always the Message of the Future, but the said Message is being given right now, in spite of us and in spite of our eventual interpretations.


We may be sound asleep, but the shock of future has awakened many souls, and a new state of consciousness is born in man, and this is a new fact.


We do not take for granted that humanity must reach in the future a new state of consciousness, but our starting point is that the said change has taken place right now: we are not seeking the arrival, but we have a new starting point even now. A new world is born, and the fundamental problem of the modern man is his orientation and position in the world.

INTIMATE CHANGES. A new vision


Today we witness deep changes on the outer environment and in our society –this is obvious to all of us, isn’t?–: changes in connection with the air that we breath (not the same air in our lungs as in our birth), radioactive atmospheric changes, technological changes, institutional changes, different habits, new life styles, new forms of thinking, feeling, loving, and hating. But all these outer changes can make us lose sight of the most important change produced in man within, not outside us, but in ourselves, not on the outer environment, but intimately.
The understanding of these changes produced  intimately in the human soul demands certain change in the direction of one’s look: a new vision, and this may be not so easy. Ancestrally, we use to look outward, in the same way as we are driven to an outer action. The world is different, the current of human life has turned round 180º, but by inertia –like a rocket driven from the past– we go on to keep our previous direction: we neither altered the course, nor the angle in our instruments of perception. We strive to look continuously at the person beside us, and to take his hand –as the young man said on the other class– but we do not know how to look at ourselves, or even discover our own being.


All is blurred and confused by this sudden alteration of our look.


Now, as a group, we are at this point: all seems confused, isn’t? We say, a new world is born, but we are groping in it. What to do?


Again, we have to put signposts in the way, and discover new coordinates, new referential points marking the course to the wayfarer; that is, we have to re-discover the image of the world.

A WORLD WITHOUT SIGNALS

In the past, man had an image of the world, and his cities, buildings, habits, laws, in a word, all –in some way– was an image of the cosmos, a symbol of ç universal order; the outer world had a meaning because –to some extent– reflected the image of the world.


But nowadays the outer world has lost all meanings. Not only words have lost meaning, as we said in our first class, but also the world itself has lost meaning.


Before, the city had a meaning, and also distinctive scales of values: a centre and a periphery, a central square –central place–, a holy place –the church–, an especial place for justice and laws, and in the outskirts, a cemetery and brothels. But now all is mixed up: neither such a centre nor such outskirts do exist; we may find brothels in downtown, and downtown in brothels...


In his “The New Analogy”, Octavio Paz quite rightly examines these things and says the present technical world has invaded all and erased the image of the world as a meaning: we just find remains of useless, meaningless things.


So, in the past, there was an image of the world with objective and fixed signals, with quite clear landmarks, and cardinal points: and the human being was born in that world. But now man is born in a world without signals, in a meaningless and mute world.


And the new cardinal points cannot be given: we should discover them.


The point is not to give a new image of the world behind the form of a coherent system of ideas, or a cosmic vision of intellectual type (Welstanschauung): that was the illusion of the systematic thought. But today we are confronting a crisis of systematic values.


Today, humanity needs, and the youth demand not to hear what to do or think, or where to go. Nowadays, the souls demand only one thing: a point of reference: nothing more than this. Some men testify that they have found new referential signals –rather, they are themselves those signals, and reveal themselves as guiding points in the way: it is not so important what they say or do, but what they are.


Today you may discover those new coordinates in new souls, that is, those already ordered and configured souls in accordance with a new existential model. This is why we said from the beginning of this course that the revelation of the being cannot occur on a disordered globalisation, or even on an ordered organisation tending to utilitarian ends; this revelation can take place in “ordered” souls in terms of the Being.
THE NEW “ORDERERS”


I cannot get my bearings from the city, its monuments, or its technology, or even from books or computers; or from the example of others, or from actions or words of others. But certainly I can get my bearing when I find a soul that is, and existentially orientated according to what one is. You get your bearings from an orientated person, and you get order from an ordered individual; you unclose what you are when you meet a person that is, and you discover your own soul when you reflect on another soul. That is why we said new humanity reveals itself through a reunion of souls.


The function of the new humanity is that of orientation by Presence: new parents and new teachers are orientating in this way.


This new existential arrangement reveals itself behind a configuration of signs rhythmically discovered on three fundamental dimensions:

One vertical dimension, aiming at the sense of the transcendent, divine, and cosmic aspect.

One horizontal dimension, marking the way to the discovery of humanity on the planetary aspect as a whole.

And on inner dimension, pointing the direction of the intimate Being, the direction of the way of an individual soul, of its proper name.

Q.




Well, you have explained certain problems of the technological society and, in my view, apparently and ultimately, the applied technique could be the “Great Guru”, because if a man can be alone by contacting this technical, economic, and social structure, this is positive, because then he cannot stick to something. Then, his challenge might be to accept his loneliness, and not to invent any escapism to elude society. In my view, all is centred there, and the quid of the question, to accept his loneliness; that is, a man is born and has to die alone.

M. S.


May all the rest say something?

Q.

How to explain love for humanity? How to meet other persons when we are centred in our own loneliness?

A. I.

Well, I feel that at present we experience a situation that leads us to loneliness, and if my interpretation is right, the said loneliness is a condition that may open the way toward something beyond this loneliness and that even may give it a sense.

A. I.

So, by means of our loneliness we could find that vertical dimension, that is, an opening to the transcendence... 

M. S.


So, mind you do not use those expressions and try to establish an absolute position. One may say lightly, “You should accept this loneliness”, but in this loneliness you can find not only yourself, but also despair and madness.

Q.

In my opinion, here we forget something fundamental: man is a “being-in-the-world” with his own problems and problems of other men.

M. S.


Yes, man is a “being-in-the-world”, according to a right expression coined by modern philosophy, but the said expression is insufficient to reveal the total sense of the human existence. Yes, we can say the human being is a “being-in-the-world”, but also he is a “being in the divine Presence”, and a “being in Himself”. This is the sense of the configuration of signs mentioned at the end of our conversation of today. In other words, if I place myself on the horizontal coordinate, for instance, and I tell that man is a “being-in-the-world”, and that the revelation of the being that I am myself is going to occur by a “meeting-with-somebody-else” (according to an usual statement of existential philosophy) the said formula is as insufficient as the thesis that says, “Well, I am going to find myself in my loneliness”; neither  I can say, “I am going to find myself in the divine Presence”, because then I would postulate a spiritual being apart from the world. All these are partial viewpoints. In fact, I am going find myself at a convergence point between these three dimensions.

Q.

May you explain something about the existence of God, because even though some persons believe in an outer God, I do not believe in a God like that (something coming from outside); I believe in something intimate.

M. S.


Agreed!, but we are referring to beliefs. We speak of a sense of the transcendence, a sense of the spirituality, not as a belief, but as intrinsic function in the life of a human being.

Q.

Perhaps I interpret what the young lady says, which is awakening to something intimate, to an inner force in myself that makes me know more and more myself, and love my neighbours.

M. S.


Yes, but you should naturally differentiate what we call horizontal coordinate (marking us the way to humanity) and vertical coordinate (pointing the way to transcendence).

Q.

In my view, man never is alone. To speak of loneliness in man or of man only is a pure abstraction. Machado, a poet, gave a great –even philosophical– synthesis:




“I converse with a man that always comes with me




He who speaks alone, expects to talk to God someday




My soliloquy is a talk with this good friend




Who taught me the secret of philanthropy”.

M. S.


It is a poetic synthesis of our sayings, and points figuratively the existential passage from the human to the divine.

Q.


I cannot grasp the above-mentioned three coordinates. How to differentiate a vertical coordinate from an inner one?

M. S.


It is an interesting question that we should explain in another class. For now we keep your question to deal with it later along with the sense of the transcendence and the sense of the human. In my opinion, for the time being all these ideas are enough. Please let me pass this topic to another class.
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