IV

ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE COSMIC CONSCIOUSNESS

A NEW STARTING POINT


Last class we said the future looks not as the arrival point –an idea of the past century in regard to “progress”– but as the starting point.


And we referred to a starting point because there is right now a new state of consciousness in man: the future announcing itself in the present world as a birth of consciousness. 


A new man is born while the old humanity still struggles with problems of the past.


The new generation constitutes a new starting point while old men strive to show an arrival point to the new generation.

ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE REVELATION

We witness a new human quality. This fact has been  noticed with clarity by many modern thinkers who described certain features of the consciousness of the new man, but, in general, they tend to explain this jump in anthropogenesis  by means of past schemes: people speak of new political or religious consciousness...; in general they hardly try to explain it by means of a new humanism, that is, they want to explain the new consciousness as the fruit of the technological or social revolution, not realising that the birth of the new consciousness is naturally not a phenomenon of revolution or reaction, but a phenomenon of revelation.

TOWARD A VISION IN DEPTH

We said we could interpret properly the emerging world through free movement on three dimensions: one vertical dimension, giving the sense of transcendence; one horizontal dimension, discovering the sense of the human; and a physical dimension, giving the sense of the individual soul. 


But we should grasp how difficult is to acquire this “stereoscopic vision” when the usual consciousness of man responds to only one dimension; there is certain flat, levelled consciousness: what Marcuse calls one-dimensional man”.


This flat consciousness hinders our vision. It is the new consciousness that makes the said vision possible, just as it is the light that make the eye possible: the function makes the organ.

A NEW ANTHROPOGENESIS

1.
The new quality of cosmic consciousness


We are on the threshold of a new anthropogenesis, and the schemes of the past anthropology are insufficient to interpret this new stage. In other words, our familiar model of terrestrial man is insufficient to explain the new qualities of the cosmic man who is being born.


Now we are not only in front of a man of more lucid, more wide, or more universal consciousness... because all this would mean qualitative variations; in fact, we are in front of a new quality of consciousness, something as if we talked about the discovery of a new element or  new energy in Nature, something not constructed by man, but existent in man: this is why we speak of a quality of cosmic consciousness.


Just some few  have seen this. We have to go up the mount in order to perceive this new “radiation of consciousness”: it is like getting out the heavy earthly atmosphere to detect cosmic rays; we should imitate those scientists who take their instruments to the highest peaks, or to satellites outside Earth.

2.
Unveiling the cosmic consciousness

Now we shall try to be in tune with this new consciousness, gradually near it, in order to discover it behind its veils and to recognise it behind its different manifestations.

The Gospel says: “And Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles: one for thee, and one for Moses and one for Elias. (Matthew 17:1-4.)


All this contains deep cosmic symbols: it is the mystery of the Transfiguration.


I wish to examine just one aspect for the time being: Here you see something new displayed, a spiritual Presence previously occluded, and discovered now and, on the other hand, Peter humanly tending to associate that Presence with the past and to occlude it with a tent: “unveiling” and “occluding” the being; revelatory and expansive transfiguration of the consciousness on the summit, and occlusion and limitation here below.

3.
Dynamics of the cosmic consciousness

How to articulate both the human and the divine? What is the bridge that unites the “explosion of the cosmic consciousness” with the human consciousness? In some way, does the illuminating Vision produced  on the summit descends to humanity here below, or is restricted to a group of Initiates?: the only Presence of the new emergent brings about this contradiction on all levels. When an “explosion of consciousness” shines on the summit, irradiates everywhere as a sun and tells on all men: if on the summit of the thought appears as a Vision,  deeply inside the consciousness of all men announces itself as a current of inspiration and vocation, as an intimate eagerness claiming for filling new aspirations of the soul.  On the summit, a betrayal may occur when those who saw refuse to descend; and also a betray may occur here below when those who, being driven to renew their lives, refuse to go up. We see a betrayal of  old persons when, in front of the new, want to associate it with the past, and a betrayal of the young when, in front of the inspirational breath of their  vocation, stick to a romantic idealism or drain their energies by means of social revolutions and political fights, and reject their own transformation.

Q.

In the beginning you said neo-humanism cannot explain the phenomenon of Future, and apparently you considered that technological breakthroughs and the social revolution are somewhat unimportant.

M. S.


I mean this: in the root of the new phenomenon there is a spiritual element that we should try to grasp if we want to understand what is, its essence, the phenomenon of the Future; there is an awakening of consciousness in its root. Of course, the said phenomenon of consciousness can mean social and political unrest, new scientific ideas, and new technological applications...  space travels and many other things, but neither psychology, nor technology can explain the root of the phenomenon, nor the latter is the fruit of social revolution or political revolution. We witness something –naturally– new, a spiritual Presence registered on the consciousness of the Being.

Q.

May you clarify your concept about one-dimensional consciousness and –with your own words –a necessary “stereoscopic vision”?

M. S.


The phenomenon of Future manifests itself not only on the cosmos, or as a social phenomenon, but also in my own soul: moreover, it manifests itself in a simultaneous way on this three dimensions of the reality, and we have to learn to sensitise  a vision enabling us to see the phenomenon in relation to its functioning as a whole and its dimension as a whole.  Because when we want to understand it in only one dimension, this phenomenon is out of our reach.


If I want understand it only in its horizontal dimension, as a historic, social, political or human phenomenon, or as another kind of humanism, then I am not going to understand it; if I want understand it just as a spiritual phenomenon, as a phenomenon of divine revelation disconnected from the context of humanity as a whole and disconnected from my own being, I am not going to understand it either; and if I want to explain it by considering only the inner coordinate, that is, if I want to explain it from the viewpoint of the individual psychology, I am going to reduce it to subjectivism and psychologism. The new phenomenon of birth of consciousness here referred is not an exclusive psychological, social, or spiritual phenomenon –it occurs in a harmonious and co-ordinated way on these three dimensions: divine, human, and individual.


This stereoscopic vision is not easy; generally we tend to divide this phenomenon into portions. Our consciousness does not work on these three levels at the same time; it is not a “stereo” consciousness, but looks like flattened, levelled on only one dimension. The very structure of the technological society has flattened the consciousness in only one direction: social movements, political movements, and even religious movements respond to this one-directional consciousness.


Usually, we work on a consciousness of platyhelminth (flatworm). You have noticed that, during these lectures, when we want to perceive the sublety of the spiritual phenomenon and, at the same time, its projection on other fields, it is difficult to keep our total perception; even in a group like this, which we assume to be quite interested in the topic, the total vision of the phenomenon is constantly out of our reach and we tend constantly to reduce this phenomenon of multiple dimensions to only one dimension: and in this way we flatten, distort, and spoil the phenomenon.


I am told that I neither pay too much attention to your questions, nor try to consider in depth the subjects proposed.  May be, but the point is that I do not pay too much attention to my answers either. In my view, we should learn to go out of the level on which you ask the questions and I give my answers... I do not know if I explain myself.

Q.


But then, how are we going to accede that new quality of the human consciousness? What should be the way to follow in order to know and perceive the current of the future?

M. S.

By prophetic way. Just some few advanced men –whom we could call “prophets of the race”– have seen with clarity the new phenomenon of birth of consciousness. And also we all should be receptive and able to perceive and anticipate the future.

Q.

Now, in connection with your example about the transfiguration of Christ before his disciples, I do not understand what you name “refusing to descend”.

M. S.


Let me explain this. Present youth –especially in the United States– use a word which usually sums up what they think of the old generation: “betrayal”. Young persons understand for betrayal when ideals proclaimed by the elder (parents, teachers) are not reflected on life. Had not the ideal of the Mount descended to become life, the consequence would be a  betrayal.


There is a betrayal of “the old” that the youth repudiate. But we say that also there is a betrayal of “the young”. Today, all new movements are in some way inspired by an upward current in search of developing the whole man. Young persons perceive especially this current of inspiration, a current driving upward to reach the highest peaks of the human condition. To feel this upward drive toward the summit and remain on the mass consciousness, on the social consciousness, or on the psychological consciousness, and sometimes –a little later– entangled in the nets of a consumerist society, sex, success, and other values of the Establishment that a person once repudiated, all this, no doubt, is the betrayal of the new generation: they some time “saw” and “heard”, but now refuse to ascend. In a young person, his “betrayal” is to transform the inspirational drive of the new consciousness into an horizontal reactive movement leading him sometimes to change all, but rejecting his own transformation and transcendence.


To understand all and spare my own life: this is betrayal.


It is the existential drama of men who see and  feel. We admit that there is a drama of men who “see”, that is, the drama of those men who strive in the dark of the consciousness. But vision gets distorted by betrayal in those men who see, in those men who in some way have the consciousness of the new time and hide the truths behind a tent, and spare their own lives.

Q.


You said we witness the birth of a new man. How to detect this birth? Where does this birth is manifest?

M. S.


So, you wish an objective feature, a trait defining him externally!

S. I.

Exactly! How can we tell that the new man is being born now, and that this never occurred in the same way?

M. S.

It is a new quality, remember this, and you shall lose it as soon as you try to objectify it or give it a form. When we speak of a new birth, we do not mean something germinal, which is in its source, something that we see when it is born. If we refer to an old race, we see a fossil, isn’t?, a quite defined form, an mandible angle of such grades, a front angle of such grades, and a brain of such weight. But right now we want to grasp the new man from inside, and we should be in tune by presence; then we perceive this presence not outside us, but in us. 

Q.


I cannot understand entirely what you mean, but apparently I begin to intuit something...

M. S.


Keep that “impression”, even not understanding it.


Today, to objectify the new man is very dangerous because all human movements pretend to sponsor him. If you talk to a communist, he shall say the new man is being born in the communist society; if you talk to members of neo-religious groups, they shall say the new man is born in such or such group; and if you talk to other vanguard groups, you shall find them among artists of new sensibility, among technicians of main technological institutes, or among scientists who are mentally able to understand Einstein’s or Plank’s equations, or among astronauts who experienced the space weightlessness. As soon as we want to define and objectify the new anthropology, we are restricting the human phenomenon to certain dimension: it is as if we wanted to take a radiography, and later to develop and fix its image.  Now we cannot do this.  We can do only one thing: to be in tune with the new man, to intuit and love him, and to be eager for loving him. 

Q,

But if it is a quality, cannot not we say something about this new quality?

M. S.


Well, a quality is precisely to be reluctant to objectify it! First, we could define it as a negative quality. I am reluctant to objectify it as something specific, or to mark it with such or such identification sign, I do not say the new man is such or such,  is here or there, or emerges from such or such group. As soon as I refuse to objectify him, in the same characteristic non-objectiveness                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             –which changes usual movements of my consciousness–  one of the qualities of the new man appears... Is it clear now?
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