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LONELINESS OF MAN IN SOCIAL COMMUNITY
ALONE IN THE MIDST OF GREAT MULTITUDES

Loneliness as problem:

As the present man remains mentally lost among the multiplicity of ideas and painstakingly can find the Unique Idea, so he is lost in relation to feeling. In the midst of things around, of the universe in which he stays and, above all, in relation to other beings, man experiences a deep loneliness in our times. How many times we hear “I feel alone”, “I have some few friends”. “I am losing my friendships”, “I am alone in my own family”, “I am alone in the mist of a multitude”, “I am alone among my friends”, or “I am alone with myself”!

What kind of mystery is this? What kind of troubles a man in our times may have –when on the other hand has achieved a quite advanced socialization– to feel united with other beings around? How can a man feel alone when day by day he hobnobs by the streets of great cities with so many fellow men and socially lives together in a diversity of institutions or aspects of life?

Grouping of men together cannot solve the communion problem
First and foremost, we should recognize this: a “contact with someone else” or “approach to someone else” is nor a sufficient condition for achieving a true communion. It is not enough to meet in clubs, benefit societies, schools and other culture or syndicate associations gathered by certain similar ideals for men to feel united. As a proof of it, from little family societies to great social institutions, disagreement and fight of one against someone else occur more often than not.
Quite eloquently, Ricardo Güiraldes refers to such difficult communication among souls despite their proximity:
“A man has lent me his hand,

“A woman her mouth and sex

“Still we don’t know how to change souls…”.
One thing is natural coexistence among beings, “to stay with others like one stays with things”, and another matter altogether, a real community that is the fruit of true love among men.
Vital need for communion
Communion of souls is not only an accidental need but even substantial and vital. Fundamentally, man needs feeling united with others, and when such feeling of union is absent, the soul in pain.

Paradoxically, despite such vital need, the human condition offers obstacles to a true communion. Why? Because man still is not totally man, still he does not know to love…at least a majority of them. He treats others as he treats things, but he has no experience in treating souls, he did not achieve a true, real love,

Every difficult communion emerges when a being wants to take other being as a thing and, on a higher or lower grade, to appropriate him. When it occurs, and through the possession of one being for other, one denies the individual soul freedom and brings about intimate feelings that at the end break the community feeling one wanted to achieve.
Community feeling is a supra-social reality
We might feel that all these troubles exclusively have been of sociological kind and should not exist in a new type of society.

Many contemporary philosophers –Jaspers, among them– have recognized every social organization are today under he sign of fight, and for beings is hard to live together everywhere and in every social system. The point is not to change society frameworks but to develop in man a non-possessive new form of love inspired by renunciation. Only a man that knows how to love will find in any social system the link to join others.
From Plato’s “The Republic” to our days, sociologists have diversely tried a possible perfect society, but it is difficult to express such “utopias” on earth as long as man as man is not really able to feel united with others by sharing his love.

Anguish by loneliness
Once the reality of this loneliness of man is recognized in the community in which he lives, we should wonder what attitude to adopt before it.
May be possible to make vibrate that new intimate feeling string enabling us to achieve a feeling of union with the body of mankind?
There are different paths or attitudes advised to face loneliness:

                                                                                                     some persons say loneliness should be resisted through will efforts. But whereas this intellectualistic voluntarism meets the power yearning, it leaves a terrific void in one’s heart and does not grant to man capacity for love.

Or one escapes from loneliness and every one escapes according to his means. Some persons take refuge in the past and others take pleasure in future possibilities; others lose their way in vain talks, entertainments, alcohol, sex… but even there are other subtler escapes that are not available to everybody, such as frequent travels, chic gatherings, excessive deals or an insatiable load refined knowledge or impressions…

The purpose consists in being ever busy and toward a goal in continuous displacement. When they achieve something, at once displace the goal several years ahead to  limits beyond the logic life term, but the question is “to live by remote things” as existentialist philosophers might say, which is one form of evading the present and, at certain time, not to take charge of life as a whole.

But ultimately such attitude becomes natural in man because he fears the intimate loneliness. As soon as the soul contacts that negative focus, that is the loneliness, it starts new positive actions because he feels loneliness may be annihilating.

Man is not used to these negative constitutive aspects of the counterpart of his active life; however, to oppose resistance to loneliness is the first step toward true transcendence related to a feeling: so, from loneliness one passes to communion.

This step, this transcendent jump requires something more than steady will: it need mystique.

Mystique is a feeling that enables man, recognizing his own weakness, to adopt a reverence attitude in the dark and transcendent focus of his inner world. In his loneliness, the being surrenders to the divine dwelling in him, and between the heart of man and God a communion link is established that breaks such loneliness and transcends it.

Once this new intimate feeling wakes up, man is not alone any more and his relationship with others becomes deep and true.

But one should realize with clarity that, in order to contact the body of mankind, over all, man should contact primary life forces existing within.

Today war need enter the intimate mystery of the heart and be impregnated by the strength of a genuine feeling –the one who possess such loving strength will be able to live together in any type o community.
Man of our time needs a new mystique to be able to acquire the true hierarchy of man, which takes for granted his union with the whole body of mankind.

It is in vain to revolve in little circles of family, race or religion, bleeding to death through endless fights for predominance… We need ennoble our heart through a real contact with the Divine and find in this way the lost word enabling us to communicate with every being without exception of races or creeds, and to be capable of revolving in the great circle of mankind.
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