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I

                                              Excerpt from

                                              Propuesta para una Universidad de Síntesis

                                              Translation by Héctor V. Morel

“A strange form of war, hardly understood yet, broke off in the world. Something is out of our reach. At present, organised violence is self-sufficient power, independent and faceless power, but behind different masks.


How to respond to this challenge?


Now, critical philosophy is insufficient. And social revolution cannot cope with this humanity that has crossed the cosmic barrier.


The sense of the student revolt by 1968 and its chain world-wide reaction is something that remains out of the reach of sociological criticism; we have seen just the crest of a wave of violence, but we did not go to the essential root of this phenomenon, the enigmatic message flowing from the deep life of youth. The political power was unable to notice the signs of the new time. Old leaders were unable to channel the current of human energy suddenly released on the planet; they calmed down the university cloisters, but violence appeared elsewhere under another form. And now what?


University of Synthesis appears as new “organ of knowledge” on planetary level. As a point of convergence between the way of knowledge and the way of life.  As a place of meeting between man asking about the Universe and the Universe asking about Man.







                                                        Ramón P. Muñoz Soler

                                                                                                       “Universidad de Síntesis”

                                                                                                                                                  Depalma, Buenos Aires 1984

“Proposal for a University of Synthesis”

 
This proposal is founded on pedagogic research made during 1985 and 1986 by a group of collaborators organised as a “Workshop of Synthesis”. Later we prepared an epistemological study on this subject during a Seminary at the Argentine Scientific Society (Sociedad Científica Argentina) from the 2nd to the 30th of September 1987, about “Science before the farthest limits of knowledge”. And on a second Seminary at the same Institution, from the 1st to the 30th of June 1988, we discussed “Premises for a Pedagogy of Synthesis”.


Here we offer a continuation that is a tool of work. They are some suggestions derived from a transdisciplinary dialogue among contributors, at the Argentine Scientific Society on the 29th of June 1988, with the participation, as guest of honour, of the President of this Institution, Agronomy Engineer Eduardo Pous Peña.
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Contributors

Ramón P. Muñoz Soler. Doctor in medicine. (Author of “Germs of Future in Man”, “Anthropology of Synthesis”, among other titles).

Eduardo Alberto Castro. Physical Chemistry Official Professor in Faculty of Exact Sciences, National University of La Plata. Member of Career of Investigator (CONICET), main category.

Eva María Sarka.  Science of Education Professor. Former Coordinator of Informatics and Educational Investigation Department of Higher Education (Ministry of Education). Coordinator of “Pilot Project for Forming Human Resources, University of Centre.

Ramón Lema Araujo. Rector of Municipal Institute of Education through Art (IMEPA), city of Avellaneda. Creator of “National and International Biennials of Children’s and Youth’s Art” and of “International Meeting of Education through Art”. 





Ricardo Bullrich. Architect, industrial designer and model-maker. Official Professor (in charge) of “Workshops on Introduction to Design Knowledge” and “Introduction to Design Practice” (Basic Cycle, Faculty of Architecture, National University of Buenos Aires). Co-founder of “Community of Sierra Alta”, La Rioja Province (An experience to living together in human harmony and communities promotion).



Gustavo Loiseau. Architect. Investigator on organic architecture (he took part in meetings on organic architecture in different countries).

Rubén Hallú. Associate Professor (in charge) of Chair of Pharmacology, Faculties of Veterinary in both Universities of Buenos Aires and La Pampa.

Lidia Orsi. Architect. Design Teacher. Chief of practical works about “Introduction to Design Knowledge”. Faculty of Architecture, UBA.

Lily J. Wencelblat. Architect. Hired, in Municipal Committee of Housing, Buenos Aires.

Liliana Llebaria. Architect. Projects related to ecological architecture.

Olga Mabel Negri de Cainzos. Music Education Professor. Coordinator of art in Municipal Institute of Education through Art (IMEPA), in Avellaneda.

Elba María Longhini. Psychopedagogue. Recovery Schools’ Teacher.

















University of Synthesis

An Educational Pattern for the Planetary Civilisation of the Third Millennium

Introduction

Some persons have qualified my book “University of Synthesis” as a utopian proposal. Of course, it is. On his acute criticism of the technocracy, Henri Lefèbvre says:

“At present Utopia reigns supreme. It is the impossible.

To conceive of the real and the possible we have to go

through the utopian and the impossible”.

The idea of University of Synthesis is inscribed on a constellation of signs announcing the new era.


The world we see is a world gone by.


A wind of future shocks the foundations of our civilisation. 

            A new energy/consciousness is realised on the planet, but we are still unable to decode the message of the new sign of the time.


We stayed at a house that now is without support, and today we suffer from a disease of the civilisation: existential void and loss of meaning.


We have reached a frontier that is difficult to cross.

[image: image5.png]



Where to get an answer to the existential crisis of contemporary man?

Now this answer does not come from Academies,

it comes from the wilderness.


And what happens with knowledge?


In times of crisis, as our time is, between the sundown of ancient gods and the birth of a new sun, knowledge found refuge in “arks of survival”. In the past, they were temples and monasteries. Today they may be universities.


More than a new institution, University of Synthesis is a new “organ of knowledge”. It belongs to a co-evolutionary physiology of the planetary body. So we say it is an “organ”. Its main function is to re-unite, on the same “circuit of resonance”, the way of knowledge and the way of life.


The University of Synthesis still does not exist as an institution. In terms of University, there is only a “galaxy of particulars”, fragments of lost unity.
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                                                                                                                We have lost the link

                                                                                                             of the parts with the whole

Recently, regardless of the academic university, multiple forms and alternative patterns have emerged, being all of them valid as attempts to recover knowledge of a cultural tradition of humanity which could not be admitted in the professional and technical university, but such alternative patterns do not respond properly to the challenge of the message connected with the new sign of the time.


The civilisation of the third millennium asks the University far deeper questions than those that we usually see as “university problems”. Now synthesis does not follow the way of science, but the way of man, because the unity of man is before the unity of science. To recover this lost unity is the main function of the “University Mastership” of the future. To this purpose, a university reformation is insufficient. It is the creation of something new!


We need a “Pedagogy of Synthesis” and a “Methodology of Synthesis” for the creation of human bases for the planetary civilisation of the third millennium.

University of Synthesis 
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