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This is the last meeting of the Course. We are coming near the “time of ending”.

[image: image1.emf]
So we shall conclude our talks with the subject “death”.

In a Castaneda’s story, Don Juan tells his disciple:



“Death ever expects by the left side of the warrior

                         for him to finish his battle on earth”.

Well, while death expects, we shall examine in a brief and retrospective way some ideas and queries arisen in the course of different meetings.

The central subject of this course was, as we recall,

“Science at the farthest ends of knowledge”.

We say our culture has reached a “frontier difficult to cross”.
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This frontier displays a “double face”:

on one side, crisis of a “fragmented knowledge”;

on another, “signals of convergence”.

This “contradictory/coincidence of signals” is a paradox in the sign of our time.

That is to say: 



on one side, we watch the way of knowledge moving away from the way of life,
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but on the other side, we watch “signals of convergence” looming on the horizon.

How do these signals come up?
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Inside, as “revelation” of the identity of Being.

Outside, as trans-disciplinary dialogue between scientific knowledge and spiritual tradition of Humanity.

This contradictory signals became patent in the first meeting of this Course when, on my side, I would emphasise the significance of this convergent movement in culture of our days and, from another point of view, Professor Castro (as a researcher in quantum physics) would state current science, particularly physics, did not offer any support to a religious cosmic vision of the Universe.

And Engineer Osvaldo Martínez, Director of the Interdisciplinary Institute of Philosophical Anthropology in “Argentine Scientific Society” noticed this seemingly contradictory messages and told me: “I’d like to converse with Professor Castro and you, because in front of this gap we have pointed between science and Tradition, there are different positions today”. While Doctor Castro postulates this contradiction, Fritjof Capra (in his “Tao of Physics”) marks a parallelism, and you a convergence.
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Certainly, Engineer Martínez’ question is quite valuable and suggestive and, on the other hand, gives way to an epistemological, philosophical and theological controversy. I prefer not to enter this field because we run the risk of creating a new scholastics as a result of this.

My position is as follows:

· We cannot cover the gap opened between the way of knowledge and the way of life but means of science or religion, but by means of man.

· We need a new “instrument” to cross this bridge: a new “system” is not enough.

· This new instrument is being implemented right now. In the individual being, by a qualitative leap in the process of transforming life; and in the social/planetary process, by significant human meetings.

In other words, two dimensions of life that so far are separate –matter on one side, spirit, individual and society on the other; individual and society; man and cosmos– may have this bridge of union that cannot be built by speculative games of the mind or fantasies of the spirit, but by a deep shock in life itself.

This shock –that today we undergo but do not understand– is the characteristic sign of what we may call

“post-modern revelation”.

This “revelation / shock” comes up as much in the soul as in the world, as much in science as in mystique, as much in art as in technique. In my opinion and feeling, we are in the presence of a “new revelation”. Revelation is “One”, “Holophonic”, but manifested by a “polyphony” of voices and signs. 

As Doctor Castro said, physics may not offer any support for a religious cosmic vision of the world, particularly if we consider experimental results apart from their founding principles, but if we appeal to principles imparted by fathers of modern physics –who in Doctor Castro’s words were “scientists/mystics”– on such a level wise men and saints speak the same language; on such summits of thinking-and-feeling, Einstein conversed with Rabindranath Tagore, and David Bohm with Krishnamurti.

We have talked about “post-modern revelation”(revelation / shock).

How does this “revelation” come up? What is its message? What is its operative technique?

It is an exciting subject, but beyond the frontiers of this Course. Anyway, I may tell you something (but I do not want to alarm you).

The post-modern revelation comes up through different ways, but all of them cross over death.

Death has been expelled from our civilisation as an “experience of life” and replaced  by beliefs in “beyond death”, or by techniques for an “artificial prolongation of life”(industry of the cybernanthropos); this does not mean that beliefs or technique are valueless, but that usually they are assumed as so many other means of denying the “experience” of death.

This expelled death comes now against us with more power, not only with the damned face of extermination fields of human life, torture, and violation of matter, but also nothing less than with threatening faces, as ozone holes, drugs, prostitution, AIDS, and even under subtler psychological disguises as existential void and loss of sense.

The sign of our time is not of balance but of lack of balance: ecological unbalance, financial unbalance, political unbalance, human unbalance, but we still go on to think all this is transient and we shall come back to a state of balance. As Thomas Berry quite properly says “at present we do not go from a problem to its solution, but from a problem to another” (gymnastics of the new age).

All these situations of  “unbalance” are other so many faces of “death”. But the point is that in these areas “far from balance” (as a Nobel Prize in Chemistry, Ilya Prigogine and his school say) in those peculiar points of symmetry break it is exactly where such a change may start.  But instead of using such an “unbalance” (and the disruptive power of death) as an instrument of evolution, we go on to try models of “balance” that ultimately mean frustration and crystallisation.

A “creative dialogue with death” requires of a new scientific/social/mystical education, –an education enabling us to conquer “other half” of the formula.
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Not only knowledge to transforming cosmic matter into energy, but even experience to transforming our own matter into radiant energy and expansion of consciousness. This requires of an inner switch of force, the awakening of a new human “function”, and reversibility of values. It is the new adventure of man: it is not only to possess life, but also to transcend it. A reversibility of values shall enable us to cross effectively over the threshold between the Promethean will of the terrestrial man and the expanded consciousness of the cosmic man.
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