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Rectorship’s Proposition

to New Generations of Teachers and Students

· Crisis in the fragmentation paradigm of knowledge.

· Gradually a wider gap between results of objective science and inner life of man.

· According to some sociologists, materialist and technical culture of our time has reached a “frontier hard to cross”. 

· But we should warn this, in spite of destruction prophesies about the future of humanity, you can see on the horizon signals of the awakening of a new consciousness emerging on different places of the planet as a stream of renewed life.

· A group of researchers, summoned by the UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) in March 1986, signs the so-called “Declaration of Venice”: “The re-union, so far overlooked, but quite promising, between science and different traditions of the world, enables to think of the appearance of a new vision in humanity...”

· In March 1987, the First International Holistic Congress held in Brasilia adheres to the “Declaration of Venice” and writes down the “Chart of Brasilia”, underlining, “the twenty-first century will be holistic, or won’t do”.

· The University of Brasilia, echoing numerous works of scientists, philosophers, artists and mystics who bear witness to the emergence of a new integration paradigm of knowledge, and based on its own humanistic tradition as University, assembles today teachers and students (whether in or out of academic curricula) to participate in a new University experience, with planetary projection, in its “Centre of Synthesis”.

· The work here published belongs to Doctor Ramón P. Muñoz Soler, signatory of the “Chart of Brasilia”, and author of “Germes de Futuro no Homem” (edition in Portuguese) and “El Camino de la Egoencia”, “Antropología de Síntesis” and “Universidad de Síntesis” (editions in Spanish).

Concrete Proposition:
 Creation of the University of Synthesis.

The University creates the

“Center of Synthesis”

as a pole for expansion of consciousness.

The Centre of Synthesis organises the

School of University Mastership

of human formation for planetary civilisation

of the third millennium,

and summons to the First Course of Students/Apprentices.

BEYOND UNIERSITY REFORMATION

Challenge to Creative Imagination


Environmental pollution,


drugs, alcohol, prostitution and pornography,


nuclear confrontation between great powers, 


poverty, famine, unemployment and underdevelopment


threaten life in the planet.


The way of knowledge has detached itself from life.


Our children and our young men and women undergo a threat: “hopelessness”. 


“The waters of life” are threatened; “genetics” of the human race is in peril. It was Marcuse who, with sufficient anticipation, said: “I feel that a nuclear war is not the worst we can experience. A real catastrophe is the perspective of total brutalisation, dehumanisation and manipulation of man” (Psychology Today, 1971).


What answer do we have to all these threats?


–Political revolutions are obsolete (“God is dead, Marx is dead, and I do not feel quite well”. May 1968).


And other answers?


–Galaxy wars?

–Or perhaps, in response to the man that is damaging Nature should    we expect a “mass reprisal of the Earth”, as Thomas Berry says? (in Ortolani Valerio, “Personalidad Ecológica”).

–Or is the answer the technological prophecy, the modern myth of salvation through technology?


● AIDS? –Someday a vaccine shall come!                                                


● Famine? –Someday genetic engineering shall come!


● Life decay, disease, death?  –Someday organ banks and cybernanthropos’ 
             
    industry shall come!


Now these answers are unsatisfactory for young men and women of the world; they demand something deeper, something more essential!


Today we notice that a criticism of the system is not enough.


Also, apocalyptic messages of destruction are not enough.


Salvation messages from “transcendent technologies” are not enough (Thomas Berry).


A spiritual idealism with roots detached from life is not enough.



Just until yesterday I felt that an ideal was enough to sostain life;



To day I understand life is necessary to sostain an ideal.


The post-modern message is not ideological, but “vibrational”. Certain “critical fluctuation” in matter/consciousness of humanity has produced a symmetry break in the old system, a new “gen-ethical code” has been installed in the weft of life.


Here is our forthcoming task: deciphering the new code, knowing the new law, and discovering in us the new rhythm of the stream of life.


This enterprise is both individual and collective, a new human “geste” on planetary scale!


What part shall the University play in this “Great Work”?


Something very simple and very noble at the same time. Recovering by itself a lost function –“University Mastership of the Future”.

From Professional University to University of Man


Something more than “reformation”. A new instrument, a new “organ” of knowing.



A classical university would form for the sake of culture;



A modern university forms for the sake of science and technique;



A future university has to form for the sake of “man”,

           

 for the sake of integrating knowledge-and-life in man.


Fragmented knowledge (a galaxy of particulars) has concealed the sense of existence and the creative energy of life.



Today we have more information, but less vision;



we have more technicians and professionals, but less teachers.


The University of Man claims for a new “synthesis”. The said synthesis cannot be made any more by science, philosophy or religion; it has to be achieved through an opening of the very man to a “new dimension of life” (Lazarte Omar, “Uma nova dimençao de vida”).

Foundational Premises for a Uni-versity Project


This new University is prophetic (still unarticulated word) and of synthesis (first it accedes the whole, and later, parts).


Its first function is “Uni-versity Mastership”, educating new generations and projecting ideas and models for a culture of synthesis in the twenty-first century.


What is its sense? –Creation of a pole of “humanisation”, by balancing within the expansive dynamics of a technical society. A “critical mass” of creative human values can revert the destructive power of life, now released in the planet.


Which is the foundation place: –The “heart of America”!


“Deep America” (in Rodolfo Kusch’s words) is the land able to offer the man necessary telluric force for a “new alliance” with the spirit. Pre-figurative germ of the new cosmic civilisation.


Who shall start the Work? –Creators! Those who did not crystallise in time. Unknown teachers who are out of universities. Young students of the world before their professional distortion. 
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